ecretary of the Com-

monwealth William

Francis Galvin,
Chairman of the Massachu-
setts Historical Commission,
announces the selection of the
Wright Building to receive a
2009 Massachusetts Historical
Commission Historic Preser-
vation Award.

“The Massachusetts His-
torical Commission is proud
to recognize the extraordi-
nary accomplishments of this
year’s awardees,” said Secre-
tary Galvin. “The projects the
Commission is recognizing
this year are particularly di-
verse and represent the many
creative ways significant his-
toric resources are being pre-
served across the Common-
wealth, T commend the town
of Duxbury and the Duxbury
Rural and Historic  Society
for this sensitive and effective
adaptive reuse project.”

Built in 1909 and named
ifter Georgina Wright, who
‘unded its construction, the
Wright Building served as the
Juxbury Free Library until
1997. Designed in the Clas-
ical Revival style by noted
iwrchitect Joseph Everett Chan-
ller, the building received
t modern addition in 1968,
[he property was vacant from
997 to 2005, at which time
he Duxbury Board of Select-
nen agreed to renovate and
estore the building and allow
he Duxbury Rural and His-
oric Society to use the origi-
al portion. Utilizing historic
ocuments and well-preserved
hotos, the project involved
estoration work on both the
aterior and exterior. The ex-
erior brick was repointed, and
/indows were restored or re-
laced. A most impressive
spect of the project was the
areful treatment of the fire-

lace surround in the reading
com, including restoration of
s gilding, clock, and origi-
al color scheme. The 1909
ortion of the building now
ouses a town archive, and the
wwn has converted the 1960s
idition into a youth center for
udents in grades six through
2. The Wright Building is in-
vidually listed in the Nation-

al  Register
of  Historic
Places.

This s
the 31st year
of  MHC's
Preserva-
tion Awards
program.
Projects are
considered
annually

for awards
in the cat-
egories of Rehabilitation and
Restoration, Adaptive Reuse,
Education and Outreach, Ar-
chaeology, and Landscape
Preservation. Individuals are
considered in the categories of
Individual Lifetime Achieve-
ment and Local Preservation-
ist. Secretary Galvin serves
as the chair of the 17-mem-
ber Massachusetts Historical
Commission.

Secretary Galvin will pres-
ent the awards at an afternoon
ceremony on Tuesday, Oct. 27,
at the Massachusetts Archives
Building at 220 Morrissey
Blvd., Dorchester. The Wright
Building adaptive reuse and
restoration project is one of 10
projects to be honored.

—

The Massachusetts Histor-
ical Commission is the office
of the State Historic Preserva-
tion Officer and the State Ar-

chaeologist. It was established
in 1963 to identify, evaluate,
and protect important histori-
cal and archaeological assets

of the Commonwealth. Visit
our website to learn
about the Commission’s pro-
grams (sec.state.ma.us/mhc).
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